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MEDIA RELEASE: March 4, 2014 
 

3rd annual Israel Truth Week Conference,  Toronto, 
March 23/14 aims to counter false ‘occupation’ 
narrative, raise $25K for Israel’s ambulance service  
 
Knowledge experts, activists and grass roots pro-Israel 
organizations are again volunteering their time and resources 
to take part in the third annual Israel Truth Week Conference 
which will be held Sunday March 23, 2014 at Lodzer 
Synagogue, North York, Ontario, Canada. Admission is free, but the event hopes to raise $25,000 for 
Canadian Magen David Adom For Israel to support the men and women who respond to Israeli victims of 
sickness, accidents and terror.  A light lunch is included. The agenda, registration information and 
advance donation instructions can be found on the 2014 conference page at www.IsraelTruthWeek.org. 
Donations $10 and greater are tax-deductible for Canadians. 

This year’s conference and theme, ‘Truth Before Solutions: Safeguarding The Honour Of The Jewish 
People’ honours a scholar and champion of Israel’s land rights under international law, the late attorney 
Howard Grief, who dedicated 25 years of his life researching and documenting an inconvenient truth: 
modern Palestine was created – via the 1920 San Remo Conference and the subsequent 1922 League 
of Nations Mandate For Palestine – specifically to reconstitute the ‘national home’ of the Jewish people, 
and that land promised to Jews east of the Jordan River was given instead to Arabs in what is now 
Jordan – the original two-state solution.  

(Original documents/references here: http://israeltruthweek.org/original-two-state-solution/). 

The conference includes extended Q&A sessions with experts about the original two state solution, and it 
addresses the question of whether it is time to stop focusing on ‘solutions’ and instead focus on truth until 
the world community acknowledges Jews as owners, not occupiers of Judea and Samaria. Whether one 
believes in today’s version of the two-state solution or the original, both sides should be able to agree it is 
important to safeguard the reputation of the Jewish people before any solution is implemented. A number 
of speakers will share practical lessons on how to achieve this goal. Several speakers who perform 
humanitarian work for Israel will also speak:  
 

 Judie Oron, author of Cry Of The Giraffe, who will talk about Israel’s role – and her own – in 
rescuing Ethiopian Jews, including own daughters, one of whom she freed from slavery.    

 Alan Herman, Toronto Co-Chair, Canadian Institute for Jewish Research will share information 
about CIJR’s Student Israel-Advocacy Program (SIAP). 

 Lt. Col. (ret.) Jonathan Halevi, retired IDF career intelligence officer who specialized in 
Palestinian affairs, now senior researcher at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, and 
Managing Editor of Shalom Toronto.  

 Israel land rights expert, Salomon Benzimra, author of The Jewish People’s Rights To The Land 
Of Israel, co-founder of Canadians for Israel’s Legal Rights, and international lecturer and founder 
of the JEd Institute, Richard Bass, author of Israel in World Relations. .  

 Yehudit Shier Weisberg of the Legal Forum For The Land Of Israel, who will talk about the 
dangers of adopting the language of Israel’s enemies.  

 Civil rights activist and Nazi hunter, Meir Weinstein, National Director of the Jewish Defence 
League of Canada, who will share his understanding of the promise, ‘Never Again!’ 

 Rule of law/civil rights activists Mark Vandermaas, founder of Israel Truth Week, and Gary 
McHale, author of Victory In The No-Go Zone.  

 

http://www.israeltruthweek.org/
http://israeltruthweek.org/original-two-state-solution/
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 Ontario Region Administrative Co-ordinator, Iris Ehrent, will be joining us for the day as will 
paramedic Daniel Amzallag who will share his firsthand account of what it is like to serve on the 
front line of Israel’s emergency response service. 

A complete list of speakers can be found on the conference web page at IsraelTruthWeek.org. 
  

Community partners/contributors  

Partners and contributors include the Canada-Israel Friendship Association (Toronto Israel Truth Week 
co-ordinators); Never Again Group; Canadian Institute for Jewish Research; Canadians for Israel’s Legal 
Rights; Canadian Advocates for Charter Equality; Freedom Press Canada; Mantua Books; Just Right 
Media; BlogWrath.com; and the Jewish Defence League.  
 
About Canadian Magen David Adom For Israel (CMDAI) 

The mission of Canadian Magen David Adom for Israel (CMDAI) is to donate medical supplies and 
ambulances directly to the people of Israel through Magen David Adom (MDA), Israel's sole national 
emergency, medical, ambulance, and blood services society.  

Donations can be made at the conference by cash or cheque or online via a special account set up for 
Israel Truth Week supporters who can find the link and instructions on the conference web page at 
www.IsraelTruthWeek.org/2014-conference. CMDAI is a Canadian charity; tax receipts will be provided 
for donations $10.00 and greater.  
 
Other Israel Truth Week events 

The Never Again Group of Hamilton is participating in Israel Truth Week with a free event at Adas Israel 
Congregation on Sunday, March 9 at 2pm featuring Israel land rights expert Salomon Benzimra that will 
also include a presentation by Israel Truth Week founder Mark Vandermaas about effective activism. The 
event is titled, ‘When Politics Are Divorced From International Law – The Truth About Israel’s Legal 
Rights.’ More details can be found on the ‘Find An Event’ page at IsraelTruthWeek.org.  
 
About Israel Truth Week 

The Israel Truth Week (ITW) concept and the inaugural 2012 conference – ‘Israel: The Case For The 
Defence’ – were created by Mark Vandermaas after Jewish students at Western University in London, 
Ontario, Canada were intimidated while campus police refused to intervene. The mission of Israel Truth 
Week is to radically alter negative public opinion about Israel through education and activism. Our 
approach is promote a peaceful, determined, reasoned, unified response to anti-Israelism and anti-
Semitism – on and off campus. ITW seeks to unite grassroots Jewish and non-Jewish organizations, and 
to provide an identity under which organizations and individuals can respond to ‘Israel Apartheid Week’ 
activities in their home campuses and cities. 

ITW’s approach is based on extensive experience in applying Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s non-violent 
methods during the Caledonia crisis in Ontario, Canada to restore the rule of law and protect civil rights 
from government appeasement of violent native militants and their radical leftist allies who were 
terrorizing the community over fictitious land claims. As is necessary to counter the demonization of 
Israel, this required that the public narrative be transformed from one of ‘justified violence by innocent 
colonization victims defending stolen land’ to one of ‘imaginary land claims being used by criminals to 
justify violence and extortion against innocents.’ This story is told in two unique books: Helpless: 
Caledonia’s Nightmare Of Fear And Anarchy, And How The Law Failed All Of Us, and Victory In The No-
Go Zone: Winning The Fight Against Two Tier Policing.  
 

Contacts: 
Israel Truth Week 

Mark Vandermaas, Founder  
519.457.0709 

mark@israeltruthweek.org 

Canada-Israel Friendship Association 
(Toronto Israel Truth Week Co-ordinator) 

Ilana Shneider, Executive Director 
ilana@canada-israel.org 

http://www.israeltruthweek.org/2014-conference
http://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=christie%20blatchford%20helpless
http://www.amazon.ca/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=christie%20blatchford%20helpless
http://www.amazon.ca/Victory-No-Go-Zone-Gary-McHale/dp/192768403X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1393949399&sr=8-1&keywords=gary+mchale
http://www.amazon.ca/Victory-No-Go-Zone-Gary-McHale/dp/192768403X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1393949399&sr=8-1&keywords=gary+mchale

