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Canada's Foreign Minister reiterates his country's commitment to Israel, 
warns the world not to be fooled by Iran's conciliatory remarks

Canada's FM: We're Not 
Neutral on Israel's Security

CIJA at Truth and 
Reconciliation 
National Event

By Elad Benari

Canada's Foreign Minister, John 
Baird, reiterated on Monday his 
country's commitment to Israel's 
security.

In a speech to the United Nations 
General Assembly, Baird also warned 
against Iran's recent conciliatory 
remarks, saying that they must be 
followed up by actions.

"Some observers see encouraging 
signs, but sound bites do not remove 
threats to global security. Kind words, a 
smile and a charm offensive are not a 
substitute for real action," said Baird.

"We will welcome and acknowledge 
reform, if and when it comes. By this we 
will know when genuine reform has 
occurred: Has there been real, 
measurable, material improvement in the 
lives of the Iranian people and in the 
security of the world?"

"Not yet! We will judge the regime on 
the basis of its action and results," he 
declared.

"The P5+1 [the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council 
and Germany] has had five rounds of 
formal negotiations with Iran in the past 
two years," Baird noted. "While 
everyone says the meetings have been 
‘productive,' the fact remains we haven't 
seen any change in Iran's actions."

"Next year, nothing would make 
Canada more pleased than to see a 
change in Iran's nuclear ambitions. A 
change to its terrible human rights 
record. And an end to Iran's material 
support for terrorism," he added.

"Now is the time for the global 
community to maintain tough sanctions 
against Iran in order that it take a different 
path on its nuclear program."

"The Iranian people want peace. And 
the Iranian people are suffering great 
hardship because of their government, 
said Baird, adding, "Canada wants the 
Iranian people to be able to access a life 

of freedom and prosperity for 
themselves."

Regarding Israel, Baird said that his 
country is not neutral on Israel's right to 
exist and defend itself.

"There can be no bargaining over 
Israel's existence," he declared, adding, 
"While dialogue is a virtue, there can be 
no virtuous discussion with anyone 
wedded to Israel's destruction."

"Today, the Jewish people are masters 
of their own fate, like other nations, in 
their own sovereign Jewish state. Like 
other nations, Israel has the right to 

This past weekend, CIJA had the honour of participating 
in the events associated with the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC) and Reconciliation 
Canada's Reconciliation Week.  The TRC was established 
in February 2011 as part of the response to the Indian 
residential school legacy.   Indian residential schools 
persisted for more than 120 years, a system where 
Aboriginal children were forcibly removed from their 
homes to attend schools funded by the government and 
run by churches. Taken from their families, these children 
were stripped of their language, cultural identity, and 
traditions.

The official program of the TRC included gathering 
statements, traditional ceremonies, survivor gatherings, 
an education day and more.  The program was supported 
through grassroots initiatives hosted by Reconciliation 
Canada.

CIJA understands the important role of similar 
community organizations and was a member of the Major 
Events Committee leading up to these activities.

On Wednesday September 18th, Rabbi Infeld from 
Beth Israel Synagogue presented a shofar with very 
moving remarks as an expression of reconciliation on 
behalf of CIJA, Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 
and the wider Jewish community.  This ceremony took 
place at the Pacific Coliseum as part of the TRC's official 
programming.  The TRC commissioned a Bentwood Box 
to serve as a lasting tribute to all Indian Residential School 
survivors.  The box represents the cultures of the First 
Nations, Inuit and Métis students and travels to all seven 
national events hosted by the TRC.  The shofar is now 
placed in the Bentwood Box, along with other expressions 
of reconciliation, which will become part of a permanent 
exhibit.

On Sunday September 22, CIJA, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Vancouver, along with a delegation of synagogues 
and other community organizations, walked as a 
contingent in the Reconciliation Walk joining thousands 
of other participants.  Despite the rain, individuals were 
excited to be part of such an important event.  CIJA also 
constructed a sukkah that walk participants visited after 
the walk.  The sukkah contained informational exhibits 
about the Holocaust and about the Aboriginal Jewish 
relationship.

These activities build on the relationships forged during 
the Jewish-Aboriginal dialogue that took place in April in 
Vancouver. CIJA and Jewish Federation of Vancouver 
look forward to continued work with the Aboriginal 
community in Vancouver and across the country.

The TRC completes its mandate in July 2014 and will 
be marking this milestone with a final event in Ottawa.  If 
you're interested in getting involved or learning more 
about initiatives with the aboriginal community please get 
in touch with us. (cija.ca)

Canada's Foreign Minister, John Baird
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By Jonathan D. Halevi

The Meshwar newspaper, an Arabic-language 
publication in Mississauga, published on page 41 
of volume 87 dated September 20, an unsigned 
article entitled "Women in the Jewish religion." 
The report presents the "Jewish position" on 
women, based, claimed the newspaper, on 
sources in Judaism itself. The following are 
selected quotes from the article:

"It is forbidden for women to read the Torah in 
front of the Western Wall... Fathers are forbidden 
from teaching their daughters Torah because 
most women have no intention of learning 
anything and may, due to lack of understanding, 
treat the Torah as nonsense... One of the rules of 
the purity of the tallit, in which American men 
wrap themselves during prayer, is that it is 
forbidden that a woman touch it, and if such a 
thing happened and a woman touched it, washing 
it will not help and it must be replaced."

The newspaper further said about the Jewish 
attitude towards women, "A woman is ungodly 
and inferior to man!... It is written in the Talmud, 
their [the Jews] holy book, that a woman is a sack 
full of excrement!... Some Jewish philosophers 

call her [the woman] a curse and a father has the 
right to sell his daughter if she is underage... 
Sacred Jewish books refer to a woman as pure 
physical pleasure, and the Talmud, which is the 

second most important book for the Jews after the 
Torah, says that a woman who is not of Israel is 
nothing but a beast and therefore prostitution 
with her is considered an offense because she is a 

descendant of animals. The Talmud also states 
that the Jewish woman cannot complain about 
her husband if he performed fornication... It has 
been said of the Jews that if the woman had 
menstruated, she is removed from the house, not 
given food and drink, cannot have conjugal 
relations and is not allowed to be met at home.

An Israeli rabbi who spoke with Shalom 
Toronto noted that the remarks quoted in the 
Meshwar article are false, distorted and taken out 
of context while deliberately twisting the Jewish 
position regarding women.

The editor of Meshwar is Dr. Nazih Khatatba, 
who also serves as a member of the board of 
Palestine House in Mississauga. Last year, the 
Meshwar newspaper published cartoons of anti-
Semitic nature and a song praising Palestinian 
terrorists, including suicide bombers. In 2009, 
Palestine House hosted Sheikh Ekrema Sabri and 
Archbishop Atallah Hanna, both of whom once 
openly expressed support for suicide bombings 
against Israel in the early years of the Al-Aqsa 
Intifada. The former chairman of Palestine 
House, Elias Hazineh, recently warned at an Al-
Quds Day rally held in Toronto that if the Jews 
did not leave Palestine they would be killed.

Canadian Arab Newspaper Attacks 
Jewish Treatment of Women

The Meshwar newspaper, whose editor is a member of the board of Palestine House, argues that Judaism sees women as 
ungodly and inferior and meant solely for physical pleasure, claims that a father is allowed to sell his underage daughter
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WE MAKE YOUR NUMBERS 
WORK FOR YOU!

While we take care of: 

You focus on growing
your business!

By Daniel Horowitz

A sold out field of 144 duffers took to Devil's 
Pulpit Golf Course in Caledon, Ontario on 
September 17th for a great day of golf under 
perfect conditions, and regardless of who had the 
lowest score, the real winners were Toronto's 
Jewish children with learning disabilities.

The UJA Golf Classic for Special Education 
raised over $142,000 for UJA Diverse Learning 
Program classes at Associated Hebrew Schools, 
which is serving former She'arim students with 
learning disabilities. This specialized educational 
program is funded by UJA Federation of Greater 
Toronto.

Proceeds from the tourney will ensure the 
continuation of high quality, customized 
education for children who have specialized 
learning needs.

Led by the efforts of the UJA Golf Classic 
committee comprised of Aubie Diamond, Craig 
Guttman, Sean Guttman, Sheli Koenigsberg, 
Perry Steiner, Ron Steiner and Simmy Zieleniec, 
the tournament carries on the proud tradition of 
its trophy's namesake, Max Guttmann, who 
believed that "no child should ever be left 

behind."
"Our goal is to provide these children with the 

best support possible, so they gain a positive self 
image, improve their learning skills, and are 
prepared for a bright academic future," said Craig 

Guttmann. "These children can have an 
opportunity to receive a first-rate Jewish 
education, where this right would not be within 
their reach, were it not for this program."

Golfers taking part in the tournament competed 

for the Max & Sheila Guttmann z"l Memorial 
Trophy.

Following the tournament, Elliotte Friedman 
of CBC's Hockey Night in Canada volunteered 
his considerable talents as the Master of 
Ceremonies at a special dinner as well as a live 
auction that raised funds as well. 

"UJA Federation is about much more than 
this particular initiative," past UJA of Greater 
Toronto Campaign Chair and current UJA 
Treasurer, Bruce Leboff, told participants. "UJA 
Federation, along with its more than 100 partner 
agencies and schools, continues, with your help, 
to ensure that our seniors live with the dignity 
and respect they deserve; instill in our children a 
proud and strong Jewish identity; stand with, 
transform and strengthen entire communities in 
Israel and lead Jewish and Israel advocacy 
through our advocacy arm, the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs. We can all take pride in the 

fact that Toronto is not only one of the most 
vibrant Jewish communities in the world but is 
also one of the few Jewish communities in the 
world that is still growing every year." 
(jewishtoronto.com)

Children with learning disabilities the 
big winners at UJA Golf Classic

Funds raised by annual tourney help former She'arim students
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Canada's FM: We're Not 
Neutral on Israel's Security

Continued from front page

By Doris Strub Epstein

The fire atop the Holocaust chimney sculpture 
flickered brightly against the mottled grey sky.  
It was a cold day, threatening rain on Sunday, 
when people gathered together at Earl Bales 
Park for the annual Yizkor ceremony organized 
by the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem.  Six 
candles  for the six million who perished, were 
lit and wreaths laid to commemorate those 
whose lives were extinguished in the Holocaust.  
Tribute was paid to the survivors who rebuilt 
their lives in Canada. 

Against the plaintive strains of Ori Solomon's 
violin, Bialik students read the names of 
Holocaust victims and survivors, newly 
engraved on the black marble Holocaust Wall of 
Remembrance. Later the Bialik choir sang the 
prayer for peace, Shir L'Shalom.

DJ Schneeweiss, Israel's Consul General, 
accompanied by his father, brought the war 
closer when he talked about his father's escape 
from Germany to Australia after Kristallnacht in 
l939.  He was emphatic about the necessity to 
teach the Holocaust.  "It began with words not 
with gas chambers.  Knowledge of the past is 
necessary for a better future."

MP Mark Adler is the son of Holocaust 
survivors.  Overcome with emotion he talked 
about his father who was from Lodz in Poland 
and the only one of his family to survive.  "Never 
again should not be a slogan but a call for 
action," he said.

Minister of State (Multiculturalism) Tim 
Uppal, declared, "Our government has a moral 
obligation to remember."  Five years ago he 
initiated a bill in the House of Commons to build 

a National Holocaust Museum in Ottawa. 
At the ceremony he announced the first and 

second place winners, both of whom are 
Canadian, of the international poster competition 
"Keeping the Memory Alive - Journeys Through 
the Holocaust".  The competition drew close to 
500 submissions from around the world.  It is a 

joint project of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance and the Asper 
Foundation and led by YadVashem the project 
initiators and coordinators.

Earl Bales Park, the site of the Holocaust 
sculpture and garden lies within the ward of 
Councillor James Pasternak.  "Parks play a 

central role, not just for recreation but for 

collective memory and sorrow," he said.  He was 

adamant that we "push back against Holocaust 

fatigue.  We can never say no to teaching it and 

the universal lessons of the Holocaust."

depstein@rogers.com

Yizkor for Holocaust Victims at Earl Bales Park
(L-R) Minister of State (Multiculturalism) Tim Uppal, Benefactor of Yad Vashem Ed Sonshine and Executive Director for 
the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem Yaron Ashkenazi lit the first candle on the Yad Vashem menorah at Earl Bales Park

(L-R) Minister of State (Multiculturalism) Tim Uppal, Benefactor of Yad Vashem Ed Sonshine and Executive Director for the 
Canadian Society for Yad Vashem Yaron Ashkenazi lit the first candle on the Yad Vashem menorah at Earl Bales Park

defend itself, by itself," he said.
"Canada fundamentally believes peace is achievable. 

That Palestinians and Israelis and their neighbors can 
live side by side, in peace and security."

We, like many nations, wish to see a prosperous 
Palestinian state living in peace with its Jewish 
neighbor".

"That's why, although we sometimes have 
fundamental differences on how statehood is achieved, 
Canada is providing significant assistance to build the 
institutions that are vital to the establishment of a 
viable future state," said Baird.

"Recent developments in negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority are encouraging. I 
salute the leadership and courage of the Israeli Prime 
Minister [Binyamin Netanyahu] and the Palestinian 
Authority's [Chairman Mahmoud Abbas].

"I commend U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry for 
his leadership in this area, and we must all commit 
ourselves to this cause, united by the prospect of 
peace," said Baird.

"I look forward to the day when Israeli and 
Palestinian children can live side by side in peace and 
security in a Jewish and a Palestinian state." INN

CIJA Applauds Canada's Stand at the 
UN

CIJA CEO Shimon Koffler Fogel commended Baird's 
statements. "We applaud Canadian Foreign Minister 
John Baird and the Government of Canada for its clear 
and unequivocal support for ongoing international 
sanctions against Iran as stated today at the UN General 
Assembly. In addition, we welcome Minister Baird's 
strong statements calling for demonstrable ‘actions and 
results' by Iran before passing judgement on the regime's 
true intentions regarding its nuclear program, 
sponsorship of terrorism, and human rights violations'" 
said Fogel.

Fogel stressed that "Iran's theocratic regime has a 
lengthy track record of denial, delay, and deception when 
it comes to its illegal nuclear program" and that "for years, 
Hassan Rouhani has been at the centre of these efforts and 
has openly boasted of using talks as a veil to accelerate its 
nuclear capabilities."

"The onus remains on Iran to demonstrate through 
meaningful and measureable actions its willingness to end 
its drive to become a nuclear power," concluded Fogel. 

Advertising in Color
makes all the difference

647.403.1075

$28
for week

Only

• Business card size
For more information call:



www.shalomtoronto.ca 905.760.1888  32יום חמישי / כ"ט בתשרי תשע"ד/ 3.10.2013

www.amgrouphc.com  •  info@amgrouphc.com

Air Conditioners • Gas Furnaces 
Hot Water Heaters 
Fireplaces • BBQ

AM GROUP
Heating & Cooling Ltd.

94 Doncaster Ave. Thornhill, ON, L3T 1L3

905.597.6033

SALES INSTALLATION 
and SERVICE

FIREPLACE PRODUCTS

SUMMER SALE!!!
All Air Conditioners, 
Fireplaces and BBQ

COME AND VISIT THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL SHOW ROOM

 at GTA

By Doris Strub Epstein
 
Shoulder to shoulder, they stood 

in the pouring rain, a spirited group 
of Jews, Muslims, Hindus and 
Christians, led by Mark 
Vandermaas, a non Jew and founder 
of Israel Truth Week. People of 
vastly different backgrounds, they 
came together Sunday to  counter 
an anti- Israel group picketing a 
Stony Creek Canadian Tire store in 
an attempt to boycott the selling of 
Sodastream, a home carbonation 
system made  in Mishmor 
Addumim on the West Bank.

Five local organizations 
coalesced to create the boycott 
campaign  at the store located at 
686 Queenston Road; Canadians 
for Justice and Peace in the Middle 
East, Independent Jewish Voices, 
McMaster Muslims for Peace and 
Justice, the Hamilton and District 
Labour Council, and the Hamilton 
Coalition to Stop the War.  Many 
pro Palestinian groups 
internationally have pushed to 
boycott Sodastream.  In a news 
release, widely disseminated, they 
claim the factory is situated on "stolen 
land that was ethnically cleansed" and 
operated "at the expense of the livelihoods 
of Palestinian families."   

In a region with  30 % unemployment, 
Sodastream  is one of the largest 
employers of Arabs, with half its 1000 
employees Arab.  The factory sends a bus 
each day to pick up Arabs for work. It 
provides a room for Muslim prayers 
onsite. 

When owner Randy Combe refused to 
succumb to intimidation, they picketed 
the store. "They blocked the entrance of 
the store, handing out their leaflets, 
harassing the customers," Vandermaas 
said.  "Police came and ordered them to 
leave."

"It was an amazing day," he said in 
phone interview.  "We basically destroyed 
their protest and sent a strong message.  
They will not go unopposed when they 
use lies and intimidation against retailers 
of Israeli products."  Furthermore -  "We 
were able to get a pro Israel message out 
to a large, mainly non Jewish audience 
throughout the Hamilton- Burlington 
area that would never have otherwise 
heard it."

All but one machine, each $99.00, 
remained of the seven in the store  "We're 
going use any future intimidation to help 
sell Israeli products like we did today," 
he chuckled. 

David Freeman, former chair of the 
Toronto branch of the Canadian Institute 
for Jewish research bought a machine 
and gave it to his shul, Temple Sinai.  
Wayne Gretzky's uncle Al, Freedom 
Party candidate came from London. 

Others included Salomon Benzimra, 
co-founder  of Canadians for Israel's 
Legal Rights , Pastor David Cummings, 
Hamilton Christian Fellowship, Tahir 
Gora, founder Progressive Muslims 
Institute Canada, Ilana Schneider, 
Executive Director of Canada -Israel 
Friendship Association, Gary Mchale, 
Executive Director of Canadian 
Advocates for Charter Equality, and 
the members of Hamilton's Never 
Again Group.

"We came to help use the Hamilton 
Coalition to Stop the War event to 
support Sodastream and to expose the 
public to the inconvenient truth that 
Israel is an owner, not an occupier, 
thanks to a 'land title deed' given to the 
Jewish people under international law 
that created the original and still legal 
'two state solution' in 1922,  when the 
League of Nations ratified the l920 San 
Remo Resolution.  This resolution 
divided the planned Jewish state of 
Palestine into two; one for Jews (now 
Israel) and one for Arabs (now Jordan).

-------------------------------------------
Israel Truth Week  is uniting people 

of all faiths in a nascent grass roots 
activist movement. The next Israel 
Truth Week will take place in March 
Vandermaas announced.  It will focus 
on the legality of Israel's existence.  

depstein@rogers.com

Jews, Muslims, Christians and Hindus Rally to 
Protest Israel Sodastream Boycott

"Israel is an owner not an occupier"

Monica DiFrancesco (speaker at 2013 ITW conference) and Vardit Feldman from Toronto keep dry and send message to passers by, 
Picture: IsraelTruthWeek.org
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Gila's Community From Tree-Lined Thornhill to Combatting Terrorism

By Gila Martow

Members of the Baycrest Terraces Musical Theatre 
Group provided a Sukkot celebration for their friends and 
relatives. Several songs and the Shalom Aleichem short 
story ‘The Esrog' were performed to a packed hall.

Carole Klayman-Basman was thrilled to watch her 
father, Milty Klayman, in his acting debut. As Zalmen the 
Carpenter, a father of eight who helped build a sukkah, 
Klayman had the audience chuckling.  The sukkah was 
built for Moishe Yankle who gave Zalmen the honour of 
holding the esrog. Unfortunately, the adults of the story 
were unaware that Moishe's son, having bitten off the 
stem of the esrog, had put it back in with some spit. Oy 
Vay – the blame was laid squarely on the "clumsy" 
carpenter!

Klayman's daughter and son had "no idea" he was so 
talented and were happy to see their 90 year old father so 
"excited" by the guests who came to see him perform. "I 
know all the lines because I've been helping him 
rehearse," confessed daughter Carole.

Director Yankle Gladstone recalls Klayman as being 
quiet and reserved when he moved into Baycrest Terraces 
almost one year ago. Since joining the musical theatre 
group, he has made many friends and "blossomed."  

Catelin, a Baycrest recreationist, helped create a stage 
sukka out of dining room dividers. Choir members got 
together to make streamers and decorate the stage.

The performance ended with ‘Hatikvah' led by the 
clear, strong voices of the Baycrest Terraces choir.

* Gila Martow hosts ‘Trending in York Region' on 
Rogers York Region. Find Gila Martow on Facebook, 

@ GilaJoy on Twitter or visit www.gilamartow.ca

Sukkot Celebration 
at Baycrest Terraces 

(L-R) Clara Buckley, Yankle Gladstone, Milton Klayman 
& Ed Greenbaum

By Doris Strub Epstein

"It's not a question of if, but 
when and where," predicts 
Sammy Unterman about a 
future terrorist attack on 
Canada.  He is currently a  
post graduate student at Tel 
Aviv University - a prestigious, 
counter terrorism centre.    
"That's where counter 
terrorism comes in."

He spells it out;  "A violent 
attack perpetrated for political 
reasons against civilian and 
non combative targets in the 
name of radical Islam."

Canada is targeted because 
it is seen as a staunch ally of the 
"enemy" - the US.  It also has lots of 
Jews. But Canada is a big security 
problem because it is so large, with 
an abundance of forests and 
mountains, along with a relatively 
unprotected long border.  "It's easy 
to hide.  Russians have a similar 
problem with the Chechnyans."

While Israelis are grateful for the 
support of Canada's government, 
the more outspoken it is in the 
defence of Israel, the more a 
"symmetrical reaction" is triggered 
from the radical Muslims, both 
home-grown and everywhere else, 
he says.

Post 2003, the extremist Islamist 
ideology is being exported 
electronically and is easily 
accessible in Jihadi forums online.  
Al Qaeda web pages number in the 
thousands and in any language 
imaginable, because most people 
don't speak Arabic.  "So you have 
all these kids who are vulnerable.  
Angry kids, disaffected, uneducated, 
plus 30 years of an open immigration 
policy.  It's a big problem in North 
America and Europe. This is all 
brand new, the world of terrorism 
since 9/11."  

Thirty years ago when the Soviets 
were the enemy, warfare was  
conducted with armies.  It was army 

versus army.  But today it is army 
versus guerrilla units, an impossible 
scenario.  The IDF is restructuring, 
using small specialized operational 
units.

Sammy grew up in a sunny house 
in tree-lined Thornhill where suv's 
and minivans adorn the driveways.  
He is the third of four children of 
Sol, a social worker turned business 
man and Karen, a dentist.  He 
attended Associated Day School and 
later went on to Ryerson.

After two years at Ryerson - "I 
woke up one morning and decided 
to make aliyah."   Seven months 
later he was in Israel with the 
paratroopers where he served three 
years.  In his miluim ( reserve duty), 
he serves in a special small 
operational unit.  Sammy was hurt 
in the Cast Lead Operation in 2009 
in Gaza, herniating three discs and 
nerve damage in the lower spine.  
He mentions this casually and only 
because I asked. "Everyone gets 
hurt with their back in the army," he 
says.  Now he is immersed in 
postgraduate studies in counter 
terrorism at Tel Aviv University, the 
epicentre of studies of that topic.

The catalyst for going to Israel 
was a combination of influences 
from school and the strong Zionism 
of his home environment. Father Sol 

was born in Jerusalem and 
came to Canada when he 
was child.  His grandmother 
was born in Jerusalem.  
Sammy's grandfather 
survived the war in Russia, 
then fought in Israel's War of 
Independence.  "He fought 
in l948 at the battle of Bab El 
Wab," Door to the Valley, he 
said proudly, translating  
from the Arabic with which 
he is gaining proficiency.

 We are sitting at a 
cafe on a golden, sun 
drenched day, incongruous 
with talk of violence. Sammy 

is 26, six foot two inches, dark 
haired and clean shaven, with bright 
eyes that don't miss a thing and a 
compelling speaker.

Since counter terrorism changes 
not daily but hourly, he reads 40 to 
50 articles a day as well as watching 
countless videos made in Muslim 
countries.  The content of the 
material is often hard to take.  "It 
takes a lot out of you, terrorism 
studies,"  he said thoughtfully, 
dispelling romantic James Bond 
notions.  "The reality is draining and 
depressing, especially since I was 
on the giving and receiving end of  
it.  I've shot at people and been shot 
at."

He leaves me with a message 
urging people to be aware and 
informed not only locally but 
globally.  "Using Fox, CNN and 
CBC for all information is a waste 
of time.  Take information from a lot 
of different sources to arrive at the 
truth."

In the coming months, Sammy 
Unterman will be updating Shalom 
Toronto on the global war on 
terrorism with special reports from 
Israel, from the perspective of a 
Canadian in Israel.

depstein@rogers.com

Sammy Unterman in his paratroopers uniform

Buying a New House from the Builder vs. Resale
By Annette Geitzen

In the month of August there was a 40% 
decrease in the sales of new homes by the 
builders, while the prices continued to 
increase. According to BILD (The Building 
Industry and Land Development 
Association) "Constrained land supply has 
severely diminished inventory in the low-
rise sector, bringing prices to a considerable 
increase."

In Maple along Bathurst Street, An 
extensive new development project is being 
carried out by five builders. One of those 
builders has currently started selling some 
of those homes ‘on paper'; following are 

some examples of the prices:
A house the size of 2612 Sf with a 40 Ft 

lot starts at $1 million and up.
A house the size of 3131 Sf with a 50 Ft 

lot starts at $1.25 million and up.
A house the size of 4052 Sf with a 50 Ft 

lot starts at $1.35 million and up.
In another project nearby, during the last 

few months the same builder was 
unsuccessful in selling the remaining new 
homes which are currently still up for sale.

It should be noted that the prices of these 
new homes are only for the basics, and do 
not include any upgrades which can amounts 
to thousands of dollars eg. (kitchen, floors, 
baths, smooth ceilings, etc.) Not to mention 

other additions necessary to finish the home 
(air conditioner, fence, basement, 
landscaping, blinds, etc.) and last the extra 
fee for a premium lot which will include any 
lot that is greater than 40 Ft front.

Given these circumstances, one should 
consider purchasing a resale home at a 
lower cost and in many cases with a finished 
basement, upgraded kitchen and more. The 
key to purchasing a resale home is to 
systematically monitored the real estate 
market and hunt for good opportunities in 
today's market. 

For example, in a neighborhood at the 
central and desirable part of Thornhill, a 

townhouse recently sold for only $570,000. 
The sellers initially asked for $700,000, but 
as time went by, they kept reducing the 
price and the home finally sold for $570K, 
which is a great price for the purchasers. 
Such opportunities also exist with detached 
homes sized 3,000 and 4,000 Sf.

For More Information Contact:
Annette Geitzen is a Real Estate Sales 

Representative specializing in Thornhill 
and surrounding area. Interested in getting a 
recent report on the real estate market for 
purchase or sale call Annette: (647)833-
4487 Email:Ageitzen@trebnet.com or visit 
the website: ThornhillRealEstateTeam.Com 
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סוכנת נדל״ן משנת 1993

Homelife/Bayview  

Realty Inc. 
Brokerage 

Iris Shuster 

www.irisrealestate.ca

24 Hr. 905-889-2200 
Cell: 416-829-3044

TOP PRODUCER!
TOP 5% SALES

 IN CANADA- HOMELIFE

Steeles / New Westminster
A must see!!! Well maintained house 3 

bedrooms finish basement, in a premium 
location, modern kitchen, new bathroom, 

smooth ceilings in the living room and 
dining area, windows, roof, heating 

system, entrance door replaced, beautifully 
landscaped with automatic sprinklers and 

much more. Close to shopping center,
Public transport, Park, School.

416-829-3044
www.irisrealestate.ca
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SHALOM
Editorial

 Jonathan D. Halevi

Ihsaan Gardee, the executive 
director at the National Council of 
Canadian Muslims (NCCM), 
published (September 16, 2013) on 
op-ed article on Toronto Star website 
titled "Some hate appears to be 
acceptable."

Gardee complained that the "federal 
government has remained mum about 
the upcoming visit by two anti-Muslim 
speakers to Canada, Pamela Geller 
and Robert Spencer" whom he 
describes as hate-mongering and 
Islamophobes.

"To be clear," writes Gardee, "those 
who have written to the federal 
government asking it to review the 
eligibility of these two latest 
Islamophobes to enter Canada are not 
trying to limit freedom of speech. 
What we are asking for is a clear 
standard to determine what is or isn't 
acceptable in a society that values 
respect, equality, dignity and safety for 
all its members."

On September 9, 2013 NCCM 
(formerly CAIR CAN) published 
"Action Alert" titled "Tell Government 
to Review Anti-Muslim Extremists 
Entering Canada". Geller and Spencer 
were called "notorious" and "foreign 
anti-Muslim extremists" who have a 
"public record of hatemongering and 
Islamophobia."

Ihsaan Gardee and National Council 
of Canadian Muslims (NCCM) regard 
Geller and Spencer's criticism of the 
violent jihad and terrorism on behalf 
of Islam as an expression of spreading 
hate and Islamophobia, that justifies 
banning them from entrance to 
Canada.

However, Geller and Spencer are 

not the only "notorious" activists, 
"hatemongers" and "Islamophobes" 
who harshly attack the radical Islam 
and warn of its danger to the society 
and mankind.

Actually, there are others here in 
Canada, even within the Muslim 
community, who share their views. 
One of them is Brampton (ON) 
Shaykh Faisal Abdur-Razak describes 
the Salafi ideology as "extreme", "like 
a poison", "like a disease in the Muslim 
community", "indoctrination, like a 
brainwashing" and those who espouse 
it are "misguided", "very aggressive" 
and "sometimes they can be violent".

According to Abdur-Razak, the 
Canadian Salafi Imams and their 
followers cause "'fitna [sedition], 
disunity, problems, conflicts in 
mosques" and spread "hatred" in the 
Muslim community. He urged 
Canadian Muslims to be fully aware of 
the menace of the Salafis and to avoid 
any association with them as "they're 
imposing their beliefs on everyone."

Another Canadian Muslim scholar 
that his views may fit NCCM's 
definition of "hatemongers" and 
"Islamophobe" is Imam Syed 
Soharwardy, the chairman of the Al-
Madinah Calgary Islamic Assembly 
and the founder and current president 
of the Islamic Supreme Council of 
Canada.

On his Facebook page Soharwardy 
doesn't leave a room for doubt about 
his position on violent jihad espoused 
and carried out by the radical Sunni 
groups. He called Wahabism "a 
terrorist ideology", "an illegal terrorist 
cult", "agents of EVIL", "fanatics" and 
"imposters."

Sayed Muhammad Rizvi, the Imam 
of the Islamic Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat 

of Toronto and staunch supporter of 
Iran, directed the blame of extremism 
toward the Muslim world itself. In his 
recent weekly sermon Sayed 
Muhammad Rizvi argued that 
Muslims (implying Sunnis) alone are 
responsible for the violence and mass 
killing of civilians.

He further lamented the fact that 
human life has no value anymore in 
the Muslim Nation (Ummah) and 
Muslims kill Muslim in the name of 
Islam without even hesitation just 
because differences in religious or 
political views. Here is an excerpt of 
Sayed Muhammad Rizvi's sermon:

"We have to realise that, you know, 
in the Muslim world the biggest 
tragedy is this misplacing the priorities. 
Human life has no value anymore. In 
the name of Islam what the Muslims 
are doing to themselves..."

"The Ummah [Muslim Nation] has 
really reached to a point where human 
life has no value anymore and that is 
the tragedy, that we have reached to a 
point where, you know, we do not 
even consider, you know, twice before 
killing somebody with whom we don't 
agree, because of his views and politics 
or religious matters."

Attempts to silence free speech will 
prove futile, as the reality is much 
stronger than words can describe. The 
millions of strayed Muslims who fail 
to comprehend the simple message of 
peace as mentioned in the Koran and 
consciously espouse violent jihad are 
the real cause for Islamophobia. Their 
partners to the blame are the religious 
leaders who repeatedly call for the 
establishment of the Caliphate as a 
first stage to launch a jihad on the West 
and its civilization.      

Who's to blame for Islamophobia? 

Sale and purchase 
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Ms. Shekter-Wolfson is a 
recognized strategic leader.  Most 
recently, she served at George 
Brown College as Assistant Vice-
President, Waterfront Development 
and Dean, Community Services and 
Health Sciences. She co-led the 
strategic and operational agenda of 
a new state of the art $175 million 
George Brown College Waterfront 
Campus which successfully opened 
in the Fall 2012.

Ms. Shekter-Wolfson has 

previously held senior positions in 
Health, Education   and Government 
agencies. She also has considerable 
management experience in the 
private sector.

JVS Toronto is a non-profit 
organization that partners with both 
government and business sectors to 
help people succeed. The 
organization is funded by the three 
levels of government, business, the 
United Way of Toronto, The United 
Jewish Federation of Greater 

Toronto and individual donors.
The agency, founded in the 

summer of 1947, utilizes its broad 
experience in the Jewish community 
to help Torontonians of all religions 
and diverse backgrounds succeed 
by providing outstanding 
employment, social and educational 
services which meet the changing 
needs of the diverse communities it 
serves. In the year 2012 – 2013, 
JVS Toronto assisted more than 
24,000 individuals across the GTA. 

Lorie Shekter-Wolfson Appointed President and CEO of JVS Toronto
Paul Habert, Chair, JVS Board of Directors, has announced the Appointment 
of JVS Toronto's new President and CEO, Lorie Shekter-Wolfson


