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Howard Grief memorial, Toronto Zionist Centre, July 2/13  

by Mark Vandermaas 

I didn’t know Howard Grief, so I’d like to tell you how I came to know his work, 

and why, as a non-Jew, I believe his work is relevant to average Canadians.  

I, like many others, once believed that it was the 1947 UN vote for Partition that 

gave Israel her legitimacy under international law. I was wrong, very wrong, as I 

would discover with the help of several Jewish activists who had stood on the 

shoulders of a giant named Howard Grief to educate me and so many others 

woefully ignorant of the facts. 

Thanks to these people, I learned that that modern rebirth of Israel is founded on an 

unshakable bedrock of international law that is being violated and obfuscated 

through hate and/or ignorance. I realized that Israel Truth Week needed to help 

them share the truth about the 1920 San Remo Conference and the subsequent 

1922 League of Nations ratification vote that created the Mandate system for Iraq, 

Syria, Lebanon and…Palestine – Jewish Palestine. 

To that end, the 2013 Israel Truth Week conference included three speakers who 

spoke about Israel’s founding -- each in their own, unique way. All of them 

provided authoritative handouts for audience members to rely upon when 

defending Israel, and all three handouts can be found at IsraelTruthWeek.org. Two 

of my speakers – Renanah Goldhar-Gemeiner (who kindly invited me to speak 

tonight) and Salomon Benzimra — had worked closely with Howard Grief to carry 

his advocacy for Israel’s land rights forward with works of their own.  

Renanah and her husband, Joe, worked with Mr. Grief to create a petition which 

summarized the salient legal facts surrounding Israel’s borders which was 

presented to the Canadian government, asking that it re-affirm Jewish legal rights 

to Israel which Canada had assented to in 1922 as a member of the League of 

Nations. As soon as I saw this petition I realized it would be a fantastic reference 

tool for Israel’s friends, and so I asked her to bring copies for our audience and to 

introduce it.  

http://israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/2013-conference/
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Salomon, founder of Canadians for Israel’s Legal Rights (CILR.org) with Goldi 

Steiner, had authored The Jewish People’s Rights to the Land of Israel, a shorter, 

more reader-friendly account of Israel’s modern founding that relied heavily on 

Grief’s 700 page work, The Legal Foundation and Borders of Israel Under 

International Law. Salomon had attended the first Israel Truth Week conference in 

2012 and it was through contact with him that I first began learning about the 

bedrock of international law upon which the modern state of Israel was founded, 

facts I had never known before and which so few others seem aware.  

No one can read the Howard Grief-based works and come away with any other 

conclusion that Judea and Samaria belong, without question, to Israel as did Gaza 

until Ariel Sharon unilaterally turned over the land to people who were more 

interested in Jew extermination than in peace.  

In my experience, those who misrepresent Israel’s foundations in international law 

fall into three main categories: those who act out of malice; those who act out of 

ignorance; and those who act with the best of intentions towards Israel, who know 

the facts, but hide them to suit their agenda. 

The malicious crowd consists mainly of the Islamic world and their anti-Capitalist, 

anti-democratic allies, i.e. the Israel Apartheid Week proponents.  I once, 

unfortunately, fell into the ignorant group, supporting Israel with a half-truth that 

actually obscured the much more remarkable legitimacy of San Remo and the 

League of Nations Mandate.  

I’d had no experience with members of the well-intentioned agenda-pushers until 

recently. Salomon Benzimra and Renanah Goldhar-Gemeiner both spoke on Day 1 

of this year’s Israel Truth Week conference as did an anti-Jihadi Muslim man 

named Tahir Gora of the Muslim Committee of Anti-Semitism. Tahir invited 

Salomon to speak to his group on April 21 and I was delighted because ITW was 

intended to connect local activists with local experts. Twenty minutes into his 

presentation an executive with an important Jewish organization arrived late. As 

soon as Salomon was done he made a show of standing up and officially distancing 

his organization from the presentation. Afterwards, I wanted to talk to him, but he 

said he had to leave right away, so I introduced myself and asked him – twice – 

whether he could find fault with any of Salomon’s facts about Israel’s founding, to 
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which he replied – twice – “No, but everyone in Israel supports the two-state 

solution.” I told him I didn’t care about 1, 2 or 8 state solutions, only that, if 

Israel’s people decide to give or negotiate away more of their ancestral land, 

returned to them in modern times by the world community through the forerunner 

to the UN they should at least do so knowing the facts.  

Here was a Canadian Jewish community leader openly discrediting a Jewish expert 

standing on the shoulders of Howard Grief speaking – by invitation -- to a group of 

Muslims (how often does that happen, I wonder) about the facts of Israel’s ancient 

history and modern re-birth because it represented an inconvenient truth that drew 

readers to a conclusion that was inconsistent with the two-state agenda. I was 

bewildered and saddened because one of my goals with Israel Truth Week is to 

unite Jewish and non-Jewish groups and to share truth, wherever it takes us. But, I 

also realized that the truth this organization wished to deny needed a bright light 

shone on it. 

Why should I care, though? Israel is a long way from Canada. Why should average 

Canadians care about what happens to Israel? 

Israel Apartheid Week and other anti-Israel slurs are about attacking values: Israel 

stands as a proxy for all the liberal democratic values that we in the West hold 

dear: Truth; free enterprise; democracy; respect for the rule of law; freedom of 

expression; freedom of religion; and the right to be treated equally before the law 

and to be protected equally by the law. These very freedoms and values are under 

attack here in Canada by Israel’s enemies – the radical Left and the Islamists. In 

WWII, wasn’t it better to defeat the enemy in Europe before they got a foothold 

here? And that’s how we get freedom-loving Canadians to care about Israel and 

about Howard Grief’s inconvenient truths: by using his work and the work of those 

who follow him, like Renanah and Salomon, to not only show that Israel’s enemies 

are liars, but that defeating them makes all of us in Canada infinitely more secure. 

I think if we did nothing more than help people of goodwill, Jewish and non-

Jewish, Israelis and non, understand the indisputable facts of history that Mr. Grief 

dedicated his life to recording I think we would be doing our country and the world 

a great service. For my part, I will be dedicating the 2014 Israel Truth Week 



4 

 

conference to the memory of Howard Grief and training attendees to share those 

facts. 

Thank you.   

References  

 IsraelTruthWeek.org: June 25/13: Toronto memorial July 2/13 for Howard Grief: Israeli Legal 

Historian, Lawyer, Author, Advocate [LINK] 
 

 Howard Grief: The Legal Foundation and Borders of Israel Under International Law 

[Amazon.com] 
 

 Salomon Benzimra, P.Eng., Canadians for Israel’s Legal Rights (CILR.org): Introduction to 

‘The Jewish People’s Rights to the Land of Israel‘ [PDF, 5P] 
 

 Salomon Benzimra, P.Eng., Canadians for Israel’s Legal Rights (CILR.org), The Jewish 

People’s Rights to the Land of Israel (Kindle eBOOK, $9.72) 
 

 Renanah & Joe Goldhar-Gemeiner: ‘Petition to the House of Commons of Canada for the 

Reaffirmation of Jewish Legal Rights to the Land of Israel…‘ (drafted by Howard Grief) [PDF, 

4p] 
 

 Matthew M. Hausman, BA, JD : Legal and Historical Precedents for Israeli claims to Judea 

and Samaria [PDF, 4p] 
 

 IsraelTruthWeek.org: Israel Truth Factsheets & Booklets [LINK] 
 

 IsraelTruthWeek.org: 2013 Israel Truth Week Conference [LINK] 

http://israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/2013/06/25/toronto-memorial-july-213-for-howard-grief-israeli-legal-historian-author-advocate/#more-1794
http://www.amazon.com/Legal-Foundation-Borders-Israel-International/dp/1936778556#_
http://www.cilr.org/
http://israeltruthweek.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/130305-benzimra-jprli-summary.pdf
http://www.cilr.org/
http://www.cilr.org/home/the-book
http://www.cilr.org/home/the-book
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0065WZM14
http://www.acpr.org.il/people/grief.html
http://israeltruthweek.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/goldhar-petition-to-cda.pdf
http://israeltruthweek.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/130305-mhausman-legal-and-historical-precedent.pdf
http://israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/resources/factsheets/
http://israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/2013-conference/

