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‘Pushing  Back  With  Truth  &  Action’:  2nd 
annual  Israel  Truth  Week  Conference  in 
Hamilton,  ON,  Canada,  March  5-6/13  to 
counter ‘apartheid’ vilification, Canadian rule 
of law/policing failures

Knowledge experts and activists from all over North America 
are  volunteering  their  time  and  resources  to  take  part  in  the  second  annual  Israel  Truth  Week 
Conference which will be held March 5-6, 2013 at Victory International Church and McMaster University 
in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada.  Admission is  free,  but  we are hoping to raise $25,000 for  the ALYN 
children’s hospital in Jerusalem. 

‘Israel Apartheid Week’ is about attacking values. Israel stands as a proxy for all the liberal democratic 
values that we in the West hold dear: Respect for the rule of law; freedom of expression; freedom of 
religion, and the right to be treated equally before the law and to be protected equally by the law. People 
who share those values are being attacked,  persecuted and terrorized,  even murdered.  Israel  Truth 
Week is not just about religion or borders, it is about defending those values and the people who hold 
them whether they live in Israel or in Canada.

Attendees can expect  to receive valuable insight and solutions for confronting the rising tide of anti-
Semitic propaganda on and off campus; racially-based, ’peacekeeping’ policing policies and resulting 
‘rule of law failures; and the use of domestic militants as proxies for anti-capitalist, anti-West agendas, all 
of which are folding into institutionalized breaches of civil rights and national security.

About the conference

This year’s theme is ‘Pushing Back With Truth And Action’: Day 1 (Pushing Back With TRUTH) will focus 
on Israel’s creation under international law; the impact of ‘apartheid’ vilification on Jewish students and 
faculty, and methods to counter it such as the Student Israel-Advocacy Program (SIAP) pioneered by the 
Canadian Institute for Jewish Research at Concordia University; the ideology and on-the-ground realities 
that make the Middle East situation so difficult to solve and which endanger Israel’s future; and the role 
of anti-Israel organizations in fomenting the lawlessness of the Caledonia crisis.

Day 2 (Pushing Back With ACTION) gives attendees to learn from local and international activists, some 
of whom have paid an enormous price to defend freedom. These include:

• Rev. Majed El Shafie of One Free World International who was tortured in Egypt for his Christian 
faith and now travels to the world’s danger zones to rescue others following his own escape to 
Canada through Israel.

• Jonathan Hausman, an Arabic-speaking rabbi from Boston who is the driving force behind the 
Israel Truth Week concept. After speaking at the inaugural 2012 Israel Truth Week conference he 
paid his own way back to Canada just one month later to ride a bus with 46 Canadians from 
Hamilton to Ottawa for the National Holocaust Remembrance ceremony. Rabbi Hausman returns 
this  year,  again  at  his  own  expense,  to  talk  about  his  tireless  work  to  build  international 
relationships in defence of freedom. 

• Rule of law activist Gary McHale, whose civil rights work was featured in National Post reporter 
Christie Blatchford’s national bestseller,  Helpless: Caledonia’s Nightmare Of Fear And Anarchy,  
And How The Law Failed Us All. (On April 9th Mr. McHale will  receive the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal after being nominated by the Canadian Taxpayers Federation.)
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The conference finale – sponsored by Hamilton’s  Never Again Group -- will  take place at McMaster 
University in the form of a keynote address and mingling session with Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, a 
lecturer and anti-Semitism activist at the University of California who is co-founder of the Investigative 
Task Force on Campus Anti-Semitism (CampusAntisemitism.org). Her talk is titled,  Anti-Semitism On 
Campus and Efforts To Combat It.

The Intelligence Summit (IntelligenceSummit.org), a forum for “leaders of the intelligence, espionage, 
counter-terrorism and counter-intelligence agencies from around the free world," has decided to partner 
with Israel Truth Week to promote the Israel Truth Week conference, and will be sending their Special  
Production Advisor Brent Beleskey to speak. 

About ALYN Hospital, Jerusalem

Cathy Lanyard, ‘President of Canadian Friends of ALYN Hospital,’ (AlynUS.org) is coming to Canada 
from her  New York  City  office  to  help  us  highlight  Israel’s  remarkable  humanity  towards  all  races, 
religions, and cultures through the heroic children of ALYN in Jerusalem. She will be supported by two 
Canadian speakers (a mother and daughter team) who will talk -- on Day 2 -- about how they took part in 
ALYN’s annual Wheels of Love fundraiser bicycle trip while Hamas rockets were flying overhead during 
the recent Gaza conflict.

Donations can be made at the conference or in advance at http://www.alynus.org/israeltruthweek. ALYN 
is a registered Canadian charity; tax receipts for all donations over $5.00 will be provided. 

About Israel Truth Week

The creation of the Israel Truth Week concept and the inaugural 2012 conference – ‘Israel: The Case 
For The Defence’ – were created by founder Mark Vandermaas as a direct response to the intimidation 
of Jewish students at Western University in London, Ontario, Canada where he makes his home.
The  mission  of  Israel  Truth  Week  is  to  promote  a  truthful  image  of  Israel;  to  assist  pro-Israel 
organizations stand up for Israel; and to let Jewish students and their families know they are not alone 
when faced with Israel Apartheid Week vilification. Our approach is promote a peaceful,  determined, 
reasoned, unified response to anti-Israelism and anti-Semitism – on and off campus.

One of the key objectives of the Israel Truth Week concept is to unite Jewish and non-Jewish groups in 
defence of Israel, and liberal values of freedom and equality here in Canada, to encourage co-operation 
despite differences of opinion or approach. ITW seeks to provide an identity under which organizations 
and individuals can respond to ‘Israel Apartheid Week’ activities in their home campuses and cities.

Full details for the conference, including a schedule of events and a list of speakers/organizations can be 
found in the agenda which can be downloaded on the conference page at www.IsraelTruthWeek.org.

Networking  tables  for  Israel-friendly  organizations  are  available  at  no  charge.  Please  contact  Mark 
Vandermaas to reserve.

Contacts:

Israel Truth Week & Conference 

Mark Vandermaas
Israel Truth Week

519.457.0709
mark@israeltruthweek.org

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin keynote

Stuart Laughton
Never Again Group
905.399.6518
music@openingday.com
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http://www.israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/2013-conference
http://www.alynus.org/israeltruthweek

