
LEADERS AND DIGNITARIES TO ATTEND 2012 NATIONAL 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY IN OTTAWA

The National Holocaust Remembrance Day Ceremony commemorating six million Holocaust victims and  
honouring Canadian Survivors and Righteous Among the Nations. Will welcome foreign ambassadors,  

cabinet ministers, national party leaders, Supreme Court justices, and parliamentarians.

April 3, 2012

An emotionally  moving  and  poignant  tribute  to  Survivors  and  a  call  to  action  for  education  and  eternal 
remembrance will take place at the Canadian War Museum, 1 Vimy Place, Ottawa, Monday, April 23, at 
3:30 p.m. 

With the passing of Bill C-459 in 2003 and the establishment of Holocaust Memorial Day by the Canadian 
Parliament, the  Canadian Society for Yad Vashem has taken a leading role in organizing and sponsoring a 
National Holocaust Remembrance Day Ceremony with a partnership of 30 leading organizations, known as the 
“Zachor” (remembrance) Coalition.

Government leaders invited include the Rt. Honourable Prime Minister Stephen Harper; Bob Rae, interim 
Liberal Party leader; Thomas Mulcair, leader of the NDP; Daniel Paillé, leader of the Bloc 
Québécois, and Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party.

Included  among  the  400  expected  attendees  across  the  political  and  religious  spectrum are  hundreds  of 
senators, members of Parliament, and ambassadors. Also attending are Holocaust Survivors and their families,  
educators, and students from various schools from across the country.

During the ceremony two families - Canadian descendants of Righteous Among the Nations - will be bestowed 
the certificate and medal in recognition of the honourees’ exceptional heroism in risking their own and their  
families’ lives to save persecuted Jews during the Holocaust. 

The Righteous Among the Nations title is bestowed internationally and is only conferred by Yad Vashem on 
behalf of the State of Israel.

To honour the six million Jews who perished, there will be a candle-lighting ceremony on the six-branched  
Yad Vashem candelabra lit by Holocaust Survivors, dignitaries, families of Righteous honourees, sponors of 
Bill C-459, representatives of the Zachor Coalition, and guests.

Fran Sonshine,  National  Chair  of  the  Canadian Society  for  Yad Vashem,  said,  “The  ceremony is  a 
poignant occasion to not only salute Survivors, but also an opportunity to pass the torch of remembrance and  
education about the evils of the Holocaust to this generation and onward.”

http://www.blocquebecois.org/
http://www.blocquebecois.org/


The ceremony this year will highlight the theme “My Brother’s Keeper.” 

Yaron Ashkenazi, Executive Director describes the theme as “taking responsibility for the welfare of others, 
an idea which sustained many Survivors during the Holocaust and helped them endure another day.”

“During the Holocaust it would have been only human – natural, in fact – to care only for one’s own survival.  
However, documents and testimonies indicate that within this impossible reality, many offered a helping hand 
to others sometimes at risk to themselves. This demonstrates how one lone human can rise above their own 
concerns.”

Free transportation is available to media wishing to attend from the Toronto-area to Ottawa and back, subject  
to RSVP.

For information or questions please contact Dave Gordon, at 416-785-1333 or Dave@YadVashem.ca

ABOUT THE CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR YAD VASHEM

The Canadian Society for Yad Vashem is one of Yad Vashem’s largest and most prominent of its 28 
representative  bodies  worldwide.  The Society  supports  Yad Vashem’s  initiatives  and  implements  its 
important  vision  across  Canada.  Through  its  educational  and  commemorative  activities,  the  Society 
carries out Yad Vashem’s mission of ensuring that the Holocaust and its lessons are forever engraved in  
the memory of humankind.www.yadvashem.ca

ABOUT YAD VASHEM

Yad Vashem, The Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority, in Jerusalem is the universal 
guardian and imparter of the Shoah’s (Holocaust’s) legacy and the protector of human values. Visited by 
over one million people annually, Yad Vashem is internationally recognized as being at the forefront of 
Holocaust commemoration, education, documentation, and research. www.YadVashem.org

http://www.yadvashem.org/
http://www.yadvashem.ca/
mailto:Dave@YadVashem.ca


Righteous Among the Nations Klaas and Jetske Dreijer

Jetske and Klaas Dreijer were full of hope and vision for a bright future when they married in 1939 in Friesland, a  
region to the north of the Netherlands. Just a year before the German invasion, little did the young couple suspect  
that they were to take an integral role in rescuing a number of Jews, among them a 4-year-old girl named Elsje and  
an adolescent boy named Joseph de Haan.

After the fall  of  Amsterdam to the might of the Third Reich in a matter of  five days,  Joseph took cover in his  
neighbour’s apartment.  After several days, two men appeared from the Dutch Underground.  With his false ID card  
identifying him as Willem Walvis, Joseph decided to follow the men to Friesland, where he found refuge with a  
farmer.

Joseph’s feeling of safety was soon to end, however. Early one morning, the Germans struck like thieves in the night.  
They came in their trucks, rolling along the small country roads with their headlights switched off. Two farmhands, 
who had been milking cows, rushed over and knocked loudly on the window, alerting Joseph to get out fast. 

Taking flight, Joseph and ran as far as he could in the complete darkness that shrouded the night like a thick fog.  
Taking cover in the grepples, the small ditch-like holes that dotted the Friesian countryside, Joseph soon met Appie 
Rijksman, another Jewish boy who escaped the round-up.  Soon afterward, the boys were approached by Klaas  
Dreijer, who had become a prominent figure in the Underground. 

Klaas hid Joseph and Appie in an old, dilapidated barn. For several weeks, Klaas visited the boys regularly, providing  
them with all their basic needs. The farm children in the area brought them so much food that the boys had to ask 
them to stop—at least  for  a  while.  After  several  weeks,  Klaas  felt  it  was too dangerous for  the boys  to  stay.  
Everyone was talking about the “boys in the barn.” Eventually, Klaas took Joseph to the large farm of Jan and Martje  
Rosier, situated right next to his own. The Rosiers treated Joseph as a son, providing him with food, shelter, and the  
companionship of a loving family. 

At the Rosiers, Joseph came to know Elsje, the little girl he always believed to be Klaas and Jetske’s child.  It was only  
after the war that Klaas told Joseph, “Elsje is not my daughter. She is one of yours.” Klaas and Jetske Dreijer raised 
Elsje as their own, with complete love and devotion, for five years.  The little girl had been delivered to the home of  
Klaas and Jetske by members of the Underground soon after Elsje’s parents had pushed her out of the slats of a train  
destined for the concentration camps. 

At war’s end, Klaas and Jetske learned that Elsje’s parents had survived. While they were overjoyed to hear this good 
news,  Jetske,  in  particular,  was  heartbroken  to  give  up  the  girl  she  had  grown  to  love  as  her  daughter.  The  
relationship between Elsje and Jetske remained strong, with phone calls and letters being exchanged for many years  
afterward.

While Joseph suffered the painful loss of his father, stepmother, and brother, who perished during the Holocaust  
along with over 75 percent of Holland’s Jews, he and Elsje reaped the good fortune of knowing the brave hearts and  
loving kindness of Righteous Among the Nations Klaas and Jetske Dreijer.   



Righteous Among the Nations 

Karolina Juszczykowska

Standing in the Tomaszow cemetery, near the Polish city of Lodz, is a headstone that marks the 
mass murder of 15,000 Jews in Treblinka. 

Around the time when Jews were being deported from the Tomaszow ghetto in massive round-ups, 
two young Jewish men—doctors—arrived at the door of Karolina Juszczykowska  with a desperate 
plea to save their lives. As a single mother, Karolina struggled to feed herself and her 16-year-old 
daughter, Bernice, by working on the railroads and in the fields. Knowing the extreme risk she was 
taking, Karolina agreed to hide the two Jews in exchange for just enough money to feed them, as 
well as herself and her daughter. For six weeks, the young men were safe, until the suspicion of a  
neighbour was aroused.

In July of 1944, the Gestapo converged on the building.  The Jews were discovered and shot immediately.  
Karolina’s daughter was taken to a German farm to work, where the owners brutally slapped her, causing 
her to lose hearing in one ear.  She was never to see her mother again.  

Karolina was arrested and placed into custody. Terrified, Karolina said in her first admission to the German 
police that approximately six weeks earlier two young men came to her apartment and asked to stay for a  
few days. Over the next couple of days, the Gestapo grilled Karolina.  She finally broke down and admitted  
that she knew the two men were Jewish. 

On  August  10,  1944,  after  two weeks  in  detention,  Karolina  Juszczykowska  was  transferred  to  the  jail  
adjacent to the courthouse. The trial, on August 23, found Karolina guilty of harbouring two Jews in her  
apartment from June to August. 

A plea for clemency was put forward but was unsuccessful.  With typical meticulousness, the Nazis recorded  
the minutes of Karolina’s execution: It took only 2 seconds to hand her off to the executioner and another  
19 seconds for the execution to be carried out.  Karolina did not give a declaration prior to her death.  
Karolina Juszczykowska was 47 years old.
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