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NOTE: Mr. Gretzky did not speak verbatim from his notes; for 
accurate quoting, please refer to the video record, available at: 

http://israeltruthweek.wordpress.com/conference/

I would like to take just a moment here to commend you Mark both personally and on 
behalf of IFPS Canada for your hard work and determination to bring this event to 
fruition. And to thank you for this opportunity to speak at such an important event. I 
hope that the words from a tired old traveller can help in the discussion of  the issues 
we are dealing with here today.

Good evening fellow believers in standing up for Israel.

I am not a Semite..........No one in my family through adoption or marriage or contract is 
Semitic..............That being said, what am I doing here, why do I care, and more 
importantly how does all of this matter anyway?

Let us begin with what I am doing here. I am a member of IFPS Canada, which 
as Mary Lou explained earlier, is a non-partisan, not-for-profit organization whose 
mission is to promote free speech principles across Canada and the world at large. I 
became a member because of its core principle of free speech. It is my belief that free 
speech is the central pillar of a free and democratic society. Knowing that, it should not 
surprise you to hear me say that, in my estimation, the lack of free speech is one of the 
core reasons for the problems in the Middle East................  
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Wait a minute Al, I can hear the voices say, you 
don’t understand it’s about land, religion, culture etc etc. 
Yes          all of those issues are relevant and all of 
those issues need to be dealt with, there  is no denying 
it. However, until we can deal with those issues with 
complete and total freedom, free speech, free 
thought, free association etc, they  will keep coming 
up and keep leading to  more pain, more suffering and 
more death................. Until we can sit down and discuss 
these issues honestly, openly in an atmosphere of 
trust, they will only keep festering........

Let me explain why I see the lack of freedom of 
speech as a central issue. Freedom of speech does not 
and cannot stand alone. For free speech is but one 
half of a very important idea. Rather like one side of a 
coin. The other half or side if you will is this:

RULE OF LAW

It is impossible to have one without the other.... 
Let me give you  examples. In the Netherlands they have supposedly have rule of law 
but just ask Geert Wilders how the freedom of speech is doing...... In England the 
cradle of our democracy, ask Tommy Robinson how his freedom of speech is doing. 
Here in Canada we have no reason to be smug about that issue. Ask Mark Stein or Ann 
Coulter. What do all these supposed free countries have in common, growing civil 
unrest growing from a lack of freedom of speech.

Then there are areas that demonstrate what happens when you do not have  rule 
of law. There’s Saudi Arabia, Syria, Pakistan. Places you can get arrested for the 
simplest of infractions. .......Let us not forget to add to that list an area of  anarchy just a 
stone’s throw from here the town of Caledonia. Caledonia is a sign of what is 
happening in Canada. Where one can get arrested for simply walking and carrying a 
Canadian Flag.  I must admit that after my first trip to Caledonia, I commented to Mark, 
“I didn’t think I was in Canada”. We must stand up not just for free speech but  rule of 
law as well.

Why do I care? The reasons are not built on some altruism ideal, but more 
pragmatically on reality. ..They are built around preservation. Preservation of not 
only those I love, but the things I love....  I explained it this  way at a meeting with NAG 
[Never Again Group] when asked why I care. Years from now I do not want my 
grandchildren to ask, “Why did my grandpa do something when things could still be 
changed could he not see the insanity develop around him”? 
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Like you, I can see history repeating itself where yet again the leftist mass media 
has deluded people into believing that if only we capitulate, don’t make a fuss, then 
the problems of the world will go away..... However, unlike the many others who have 
fallen for this and blissfully go about their days in complete ignorance of the danger 
that is fast closing in on them, I have been fortunate to meet some well informed caring 
people who  have taken the time to teach me to observe, listen, debate and decide. 

And what I have decided is that I need to speak out, not as an individual but as 
part of a collective. Not for, but rather with. From a position that is one among ..... not 
apart.........

How does it matter anyway? It matters because we are talking about a way of 
life..... Those of us here understand that and we understand just what is at stake. I can 
say without hesitation that if the light of Israel goes out; that will be the beginning of 
the light of freedom going out everywhere. The fight for Israel is not just a fight for the 
Jews to have a home it is for the soul of freedom to survive.

A year ago I was in Toronto at the Geert Wilders event and heard Ezzra Levant 
make a comment during a discussion with Rabbi Hausman. I will have to paraphrase as 
it was the concept of what he said not the exact words. He said,”60 years ago the 
Jews were murdered. Today they are committing suicide”. It was I am sure from a 
sense of frustration he said that. A sense of a people who have been persecuted for 
so long that sometimes the easiest way is to go along, because they have stood alone 
for so long. Those times are over and I want to say here and now that I for one wish to 
add my voice to the growing numbers that are saying you are no longer alone we will 
stand with you.

I was reminded of that comment earlier this year as I watched a video that I had 
borrowed from Rose Lax [Never Again Group]. It was entitled “Ever Again”, and was 
one of a set of five that she had ordered from the Simon Wiesenthal organization. It took 
me two tries to sit and watch that dvd. Not because of the horrific acts that were being 
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perpetrated against the Jews, but the realization that what I was watching was 
happening all over again.  It was as if we had learned nothing from that terrible time.

Let me conclude with these thoughts. One who hears a lie and says nothing; does not 
truly hear the lie. One who sees an injustice and does nothing; does not truly see the 
injustice. ITW is a demonstration that the lie has finally been heard and the injustice will 
be dealt with. ITW is an important step in finally bringing forth truth. For too long we 
have stood back and allowed those who are bent on destroying Israel the freedom to 
spew their hatred around the world. It is our time to fight back. Not with more lies but 
with something far greater; the truth. ITW [Israel Truth Week]

Rabbi Hillel answers my questions of what, why and how this way: 

If I am not for myself than who will be for me? And if I am only for myself, than 
what am I? And if not now when?

Thank you

[END]
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